Traffic Light
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The 3 Light Traffic System

Garrett Morgan invented and
patented the 3 light traffic
system in Cleveland, Ohio on
November 20th, 1923.
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Predecessor

The first traffic light was a two light
system by J.P. Knight, a british
railway manager. The flaw of this
model was it only signaled “stop”
and “go”.

In Detroit, Michigan a police officer
named William Potts invented the 3
light system but it was only used in
Detroit because he didn’t patent it.
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About the inventor.

Garrett Morgan was born on March 4
1877 and died on July 27 1963.
Garrett Morgan Never had an
education above elementary school
but still continued to learn by paying
tutors. Garrett Morgan’s dad was a
freed slave, which inspired Garrett to
be involved in the Black/Civil rights
movements.




