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Who invented the lightbulb? 

Sir Humphry Davy

In 1802, Humphry Davy invented the first electric light. He experimented with electricity and invented an 
electric battery. When he connected wires to his battery and a piece of carbon, the carbon glowed, 
producing light.



What does the light bulb do?

The incandescent light bulb turns electricity into light by sending the electric current through a thin wire 
called a filament. Electrical filaments are made up mostly of tungsten metal. The resistance of the 
filament heats the bulb. Eventually the filament gets so hot that it glows, producing light.



What problem did the lightbulb solve?

The electric light bulb has been called the most important invention since man-made fire. The light bulb 
helped to establish social order after sundown, extended the workday well into the night, and allowed us 
to navigate and travel safely in the dark. Without the light bulb, there would be no nightlife.



When was the light bulb invented?

1879 
Long before Thomas Edison patented -- first in 1879 and then a year later in 1880 -- and began 
commercializing his incandescent light bulb, British inventors were demonstrating that electric light 
was possible with the arc lamp.


